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                    THERAPY DOGS

WHAT IS A THERAPY DOG?
· “Therapy Dog” is the term commonly used to refer to dogs that do “Animal-Assisted Therapy” and “Animal-Assisted Activities”.  

· Therapy dogs and their handlers visit people in nursing homes, hospitals, schools, retirement centers, and prisons.  
· When Therapy Dogs and their handlers visit as a part of an “Animal-Assisted Activities” program, the dogs provide outward focus, entertainment, and unconditional attention as a part of a Recreational Therapy Program.  
· When Therapy Dogs and their handlers visit as a part of an “Animal-Assisted Therapy” program, they work together with a Physical Therapist or an Occupational Therapist to help patients reach their prescribed therapeutic goals.

 HOW CAN MY DOG BECOME A THERAPY DOG?

· Therapy dogs and their handlers should seek certification through an International Professional Organization, like The Delta Society Pet Partners Program( or Therapy Dogs International, Inc.

· Handlers will learn about subjects like infection control and special patient populations and take a written test.  

· Therapy dogs and their handlers will have to pass an evaluation that simulates situations encountered in a typical therapy visit. 

 WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF BECOMING CERTIFIED?

· Certification through an organization like The Delta Society’s Pet Partners Program( or Therapy Dogs International, Inc. will provide the handler / dog team with extra liability insurance and professional support, should an incident occur. 

· Both organizations issue photo identification cards and offer newsletters and continuing education.

· Certification helps to assure that facilities will continue to allow Animal-Assisted Therapy and Animal-Assisted Activities by making sure volunteers are educated and dogs are well-trained. 
WHAT TYPE OF TRAINING DOES TEAMWORKS OFFER? 

· Therapy dogs and their handlers can take the Therapy Dog class to prepare their dogs to take both the Pet Partners( and Therapy Dogs International, Inc. evaluations.  

· The class includes exposure to medical equipment and unusual sights, sounds, and smells.  

· The class includes a guest speaker, a shadowing visit, and in-class practice visiting scenarios. (
WHAT ARE THE PRE-REQUISITIES FOR THE THERAPY DOG CLASS? 

· Therapy dogs and their handlers must have a Canine Good Citizen title before taking the Therapy Dog class.  Canine Good Citizen preparation classes are also offered by Teamworks Dog Training(. 

· Dogs must be 1 year of age before being tested and should have lived with the handler for at least thirty days.

CAN OTHER TYPES OF ANIMALS BE CERTIFIED? 

· Any domestic animal, including cats, rabbits, cows, pigs, and horses can be certified through The Delta Society’s Pet Partners Program(.  

· The testing is slightly different for these animals, but the handler preparation manual is the same and covers the differences in the evaluation procedures.

· Handlers with other domestic animals are welcome to take the “Therapy Dog” class at Teamworks Dog Training, either without their animal, or with their small animal in a crate.  

IS THERE A HOME-STUDY PROGRAM ? 

· Yes. The Delta Society’s Pet Partners Program( offers a home-study program.  You can contact them at (206) 226-7357 or www.deltasociety.org for a manual.  You could then contact Teamworks Dog Training( at (919) 340-0120 or www.DogTrainingRaleighNC.net for an evaluation.

IS THERE A NEED FOR PET THERAPY VOLUNTEERS? 

· Yes!  There are many places requesting Animal-Assisted Therapy volunteers.  

· We have a local organization, called “Certified Pet Therapy Teams of the Triangle” designed  to network handlers with facilities and with each other.  
See http://www.dogtrainingraleighnc.net/cpttt.htm
CONTACT INFORMATION

· Teamworks Dog Training(, LLC:  

8411-129 Garvey Drive

Raleigh, NC 27616

(919) 340-0120 

www.DogTrainingRaleighNC.net
· The Delta Society Pet Partners Program(: 

321 Burnett Avenue S.

Renton, WA 98055-2569

(206) 226-7357 

www.deltasociety.org

· Certified Pet Therapy Teams of the Triangle

C/O Michele Godlevski

195 Robbins Road

Youngsville, NC 27596

(919) 340-0120

Teamworks@direcpc.com
· Therapy Dogs International, Inc.:  

88 Bartley Road

Flanders, NJ 07836 

(973) 252-9800

http://www.tdi-dog.org
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